CHAPTER IX

THE  MYSORE  WAR

THE disbandment of the French contingent at
Hyderabad having been successfully carried
out, everything was ready for the war with
Tippoo.    Bajee  Row,  the Peshwa, had  promised his
assistance, which  indeed the  Peshwa,  as one of the
signatories   of   the   Tripartite   Treaty   of   1790,   was
bound to render, but, though a body of English troops
was especially told off to co-operate with the Mahratta
contingent, he  rendered  no  actual  assistance  inx the
conduct of the war.   The fact is that Bajee Row had no
idea that Tippoo would be so easily conquered.    He
expected that the hostilities would be prolonged as had
been the case in the former war, and that their result
would be doubtful, and he therefore waited to see which
side he should ultimately support.    Indeed, at the very
time that the siege of Seringapatam was proceeding,
the Peishwa was entertaining Tippoo's ambassadors at
Poona, with whom he was negotiating and had actually
received from them no less than T3 lakhs of rupees
purporting to be arrears on account  of chouth.    He
was also negotiating with the Bhounsla Rajah of Nagpur
with the intention, should the British arms  suffer a
reverse, of attacking the Nizam;   but events were too
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